
 

St. John’s Evangelical 

Lutheran Church 
 

 

Welcome to our visitors! 
 

 It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word  

will fill your heart with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in 

knowing that Jesus Christ is our Savior from sin. 

 

 Large print service folders are available from an usher.  Assisted listening 

devices, including both ear bud and loop receivers for digital hearing aids,  

are also available from an usher.   

 

 Children’s bulletins and children’s worship notes are available in the round tract 

rack in the entry area. 

 

 Parents may take small children into the entry area, mother’s room (at the back 

of the church), or nursery (lower level of church) as needed and follow the 

worship service on the TV monitor.  Changing tables are available in the 

mother’s room and in the room adjacent to the nursery. 

 

 Restrooms are located at the far end of the entry area. 

 

 As the offering is received, members and guests are asked to sign the Friendship 

Register.  Please pass the register to your neighbor and then return it to the 

center aisle.  Visitors are also asked to fill out a guest card and give it to an 

usher. 

 

 Please join us for Bible class at 9:15 AM.   

Worship in the Lutheran Church: Fellowship Hall, lower level of church 

Bible Information Class: St. Matthew’s Room, lower level of church 

A staffed nursery is available during Bible class. 



The Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany 
 

February 11 & 12, 2017 
 

The Savior’s Sermon: Let your light shine! 

 

 

 

 

Prelude 

 

Opening Hymn O Word of God Incarnate 

Please stand to sing the final stanza Christian Worship 279 

 

M: The grace of our Lord      Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit be with you. 

 

C: And also with you.  

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

 

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear 

children.  But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment.  Therefore, 

let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth.  In countless ways I have 

sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child.  But trusting in Jesus, my 

Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love.  Cleanse me from my 

sin, and take away my guilt. 

 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins.  By the perfect life and innocent death of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever.  You are his own dear child.  May 

God give you strength to live according to his will. 

 

C: Amen.  
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PRAYER AND PRAISE 

 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

 

 

Prayer of the Day 

M: Let us pray.  

Almighty God, you sent your one and only Son as the Word of life for our eyes to see and our 

ears to hear. Help us believe what the Scriptures proclaim about him and do the things that are 

pleasing in your sight; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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Be seated 

THE WORD 

 

First Lesson Joshua 24:14-24 

 

The Israelites respond to the light of God’s grace and power shining in their lives. 

 

 “Now fear the LORD and serve him with all faithfulness. Throw away the gods your forefathers 

worshiped beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD. But if serving the LORD seems 

undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your 

forefathers served beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are living. But as 

for me and my household, we will serve the LORD.”  

 Then the people answered, “Far be it from us to forsake the LORD to serve other gods! It was the 

LORD our God himself who brought us and our fathers up out of Egypt, from that land of slavery, and 

performed those great signs before our eyes. He protected us on our entire journey and among all the 

nations through which we traveled. And the LORD drove out before us all the nations, including the 

Amorites, who lived in the land. We too will serve the LORD, because he is our God.” 

 Joshua said to the people, “You are not able to serve the LORD. He is a holy God; he is a jealous 

God. He will not forgive your rebellion and your sins. If you forsake the LORD and serve foreign gods, 

he will turn and bring disaster on you and make an end of you, after he has been good to you.” 

 But the people said to Joshua, “No! We will serve the LORD.” 

 Then Joshua said, “You are witnesses against yourselves that you have chosen to serve the LORD.” 

 “Yes, we are witnesses,” they replied. 

 “Now then,” said Joshua, “throw away the foreign gods that are among you and yield your hearts to 

the LORD, the God of Israel.” 

 And the people said to Joshua, “We will serve the LORD our God and obey him.” 

 

                                                           
 
 LORD: In most English translations of the Bible, the word “LORD” (in all capital letters) is used to 

denote the Hebrew name of God transliterated as YHWH, or “Yahweh.”  This is the most personal and 

intimate name of God used in the Old Testament.  It emphasizes his role as Israel’s redeemer and 

covenant Lord and expresses his character as the dependable and faithful God who desires the full trust 

of his people.  This name of God appears in every Old Testament book except Esther, Ecclesiastes, and 

Song of Songs.  

 

One of the oddities of history is the loss of the proper pronunciation of this name of God.  The original 

pronunciation was likely “Yahweh,” but Bible scholars are not certain.  The name eventually ceased to be 

spoken aloud because later Jews thought it too holy to be uttered and feared violating Exodus 20:7 and 

Leviticus 24:16.   
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Psalm of the Day Psalm 96 
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Second Lesson 1 Peter 2:9-12 

 

A light-filled Christian life is starkly different from the rest of the world. 

 

 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you 

may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. Once you were 

not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have 

received mercy. 

 Dear friends, I urge you, as aliens and strangers in the world, to abstain from sinful desires, which 

war against your soul. Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing 

wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us. 

 

Verse of the Day 

M:  Alleluia, alleluia. Jesus said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk 

in darkness, but will have the light of life.” Alleluia. 

 

 

 

Please stand  
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Gospel Matthew 5:13-20 

 

God’s people are the salt of the earth and the light of the world. 

 

 “You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is 

no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled by men. 
 “You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a lamp 

and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. In 

the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your 

Father in heaven. 

 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them 

but to fulfill them. I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the 

least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished. 

Anyone who breaks one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be 

called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever practices and teaches these commands will be called 

great in the kingdom of heaven. For I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the 

Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven.” 

 

 

 

Be seated 

 

Anthem (Sunday) This Little Light of Mine 

Adult Handbells arranged by Allan Robert Petker 

 

Hymn of the Day Thy Strong Word 

Christian Worship 280 

 

Sermon Matthew 5:13-20 

 

Be Who You Are…In Christ 

 

Please stand  
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Apostles’ Creed 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

   maker of heaven and earth. 

  

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

   who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

   born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

   was crucified, died, and was buried. 

  He descended into hell.  

  The third day he rose again from the dead. 

  He ascended into heaven  

   and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

  From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

   the holy Christian Church,  

    the communion of saints,  

   the forgiveness of sins,  

   the resurrection of the body,   

   and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

THANKSGIVING 

 

Offering 

 

The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work in our community  

and around the world, and our offerings are a joyful response of our faith.  If you are a  

visitor today, you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering. 

 

Please stand 

 

Prayer of the Church for the Sundays after Epiphany 

M: Jesus Christ, Lord of glory, you delight in making yourself known to us and others. In love you 

chose to exercise your greatest strength to serve us in our greatest need. You revealed the 

brightness of your glory through humble deeds of love. 

 

C: Bring us to recognize and rejoice in your majesty and your ministry.  
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M: You called ordinary men to do extraordinary things as your disciples and apostles. You also 

call us to confidently follow you, diligently learn from you, and lovingly imitate you. 

 

C: Equip and empower us to serve as your witnesses and bring the light of your gospel to 

many throughout the world. 

 

M: You revealed your glory through mighty signs and wonders. Assure us that you still rule all 

things in the universe and use them to serve our eternal good. 

 

C: Give us courage and compassion to relieve the distress of the hurting and to pray for all 

according to their needs. 

 

  Special prayers and intercessions may follow 

 

M: Preserve your truth among us, and by that truth preserve us until you appear in dazzling 

splendor to bring us to the glory of heaven. Let our anticipation of that heavenly kingdom 

increase our joy in all aspects of this earthly life. 

 

C: Hear us, O Light of the Gentiles and the Glory of Israel. Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father in heaven,  

  hallowed be your name,  

  your kingdom come,  

  your will be done  

   on earth as in heaven.  

 Give us today our daily bread. 

 Forgive us our sins, 

  as we forgive those  

  who sin against us. 

 Lead us not into temptation,  

  but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power,  

 and the glory are yours  

 now and forever. Amen. 

 

Be seated  
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Hymn  Speak, O Lord (see pg. 12) 

  Christian Worship Supplement 735 

 

Please stand 

 

M: Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do.  Help us 

by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in faith, 

guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one another.  Serve the Lord with 

gladness. 

 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and      give you peace.  

 

 

Be seated 

 

Closing Hymn Lift High the Cross 

Christian Worship 579 

 

Announcements 

 

WELS Connection Home Missions 

 

Postlude  
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Readings for the Week of Epiphany 5 

 

M Matthew 13:36-43…………………………………………. Daniel 2:1-23 

T Matthew 13:47-52…………………………………………. Daniel 2:27-47 

W Matthew 13:31-35…………………………………………. Isaiah 7:1-9 

TH Luke 12:54-59……………………………………………... 1 Kings 22:2-28 

F 1 Corinthians 1:18-25……………………………………… Ezekiel 3:16-21 

S Luke 13:22-30……………………………………………... Isaiah 25:1-18 
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Serving at Worship 
 

Preacher Pastor Kyle Bitter 

 

Presiding Minister Pastor Eric Schroeder 

 

Musicians Kiara Ristow, piano (Saturday) 

 Mandy Treder, organ (Sunday) 

 

Adult Handbell Choir Director Kristi Meyer 

 

Head Ushers Michael Schneider (Saturday); Mark Naumann (8:00 AM); Matt Bahr (10:30 AM) 

 

Greeters Mark & Mary Gaub and Adam & Jenny Greggs (8:00 AM) 

 Lyle & Cynthia Haferman and Brian & Tracey Lampe (10:30 AM) 

 

Worship Notes 
 

 The altar flowers are placed by Kurt, Julie, John & Ryan Handeland in loving memory of 

Nathan Michael Handeland’s 9th birthday. 

 

In Our Prayers 
 

 Layla Stephanie Louise Bavuso, daughter of Craig and Alison, neé Mozejewski, Bavuso will 

be baptized in a private ceremony on Sunday, February 12. 

 

 Zachary Todor at Children’s Hospital, Sue Rader at Froedtert and Barbara Schmelzer at 

Menomonee Falls Health Care Center. 

 

 

Acknowledgements (reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709971, all rights reserved) 
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 “Song of Simeon (Nunc Dimittis)” Text Stephen P. Starke © 2006 Concordia/Starke.  Tune public  

 domain. 
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Parents’ Preview for February 19 

The Parents’ Preview highlights an aspect of next week’s service: a liturgical song, a Psalm refrain,  

or a hymn stanza.  Our hope and prayer is that parents will teach this portion of the service to their 

children at home during the week so that children can participate more fully in the worship service.  

 

Song of Simeon (Nunc Dimittis) 
 

The Nunc Dimittis (coming from the Latin for “Now dismiss”) quotes the words of Simeon as he held 

the baby Jesus in the temple. It is sung after the distribution of the Lord’s Supper. As Simeon saw the 

promised Messiah, we also see Jesus in the bread and wine of the Sacrament. Although the Lord’s 

Supper has ended, its shared unity continues as we depart from the church building into the world.   

 

 

 

 

 

 


